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National Tribal Toxics Council
The mission of the NTTC is to
advance tribal toxics management
policies and programs consistent with the
needs, interests, and unique legal status of
American Indian tribes,
Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians.
This living document is updated by the National Tribal Toxics Council as
issues emerge. This document was last updated on 7/15/2014.

Federal Trust Responsibility
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible, in concert with Tribes, for ensuring
that federal environmental laws are carried out on Tribal lands and that the Tribal government is
not degraded. In November 1984, the EPA published its agency policy for the development and
implementation of tribal environmental protection programs. The EPA Indian Policy provides the
guidance necessary for the administration of environmental protection on Indian lands. Reaffirmed
by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson in 2009 and consistent with President Obama’s Executive Order
on government-to-government relationships when working to “protect the land, air, and water in
Indian country.”
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April 14, 2014
Thank you for your interest in the National Tribal Toxics Council’s (NTTC) priorities. Among the
key issues that the NTTC is focusing on are ways to reduce tribal exposure to toxic chemicals in
Indian Country.
American Indians and Alaska Natives rely upon healthy and safe ecosystems to sustain their
human health, aboriginal and indigenous lifeways, treaty rights and cultural practices. Healthy and
safe ecosystems provide clean water, healthful traditional food sources, natural medicines,
pesticide and herbicide free native plants for weaving, contaminant free clays for pottery, and
other natural resources that sustain tribal cultural practices. As a result, they face substantial
impacts from exposure to toxic chemicals through ecosystems that have been degraded by legacy
contaminants and the continued release of unregulated chemicals of emerging concern such as
flame retardants and estrogen-like compounds.
Tribes are approaching environmental protection in a manner unique to their own respective
cultures. This approach is supported by the EPA’s 1984 Indian Policy in which tribal governments
are recognized as the appropriate primary authorities to manage and regulate reservation lands,
habitats and ecosystems and a shared commitment by both EPA and tribes to uphold and
continue with the EPA Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes.
Although EPA recognizes tribal sovereignty, often it is still difficult for tribes to incorporate tribal
exposure scenarios into federal and state policy. Studies related to indigenous lifeways are often
politicized, criticized, and manipulated. The non-tribal general public has difficulty understanding a
subsistence culture in an age of increasing consumerism. Tribes with fewer resources are often
left to fend for themselves as federal and state support become more competitive. Therefore,
many challenges are still poised for tribes in the future.
In this document, NTTC identifies high priority issues with the intention of working with other
tribal councils, individual tribes, state and federal organizations, and other interested parties
towards solutions with that will reduce tribal exposure to toxic chemicals.
Sincerely,

Kelly Wright (Alt)
Shoshone Bannock Tribes

Dianne C. Barton, Chair
National Tribal Toxics Council
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National Tribal Toxics Council
The National Tribal Toxics Council (NTTC) is an EPA-Tribal Partnership Group (TPG) that is focused
on providing tribes with an opportunity for greater input on issues related to toxic chemicals and
pollution prevention. The NTTC gives tribes a forum for providing advice on the development of
the EPA’s chemical management and pollution prevention programs that affect tribes. Given the
uniqueness of Tribal cultures, communities and environmental problems, the forum will help the
EPA better tailor and more efficiently address a variety of issues, including preventing poisoning
from lead paint, expanding pollution prevention and safer chemical initiatives in Indian country,
and better evaluating unique chemical exposures on Tribal lands.

NTTC Mission
The mission of the NTTC is to advance toxics management policies and
programs, consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of
American Indian Tribes, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians.

NTTC Goals
1. Minimize disproportionate adverse health outcomes to tribal members from increased
exposure to toxics experienced through their unique cultural, ceremonial, and subsistence
practices.
2. Increase tribal capacity to understand, monitor, assess, and mitigate toxics’ impacts to
local environmental media including subsistence foods and those resources handled,
utilized, or consumed in tribal lifeways.
3. Enhance tribal consultation and coordination on national chemical risk management policy
and pollution prevention initiatives.
4. Maintain a cooperative exchange of information between tribes, federal partners, and
other organizations that represent tribal interests in chemical risk management and
pollution prevention initiatives that impact tribal lifeways.
*Tribal lifeways are inclusive, but not limited to, economic, cultural, ceremonial, recreational, and
subsistence practices.
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Identify Tribal Exposures to Toxics
Encourage the development of national chemical risk
management and pollution prevention program policy
and procedures that make use of tribal exposures and
enhance chemical safety for all populations across Indian
country.
Identify toxic issues that are of high priority to tribes by
compiling and distributing existing studies and resources
on tribal subsistence, aboriginal and indigenous lifeways
and cultural practices that are affected by chemical
exposures.
Work with EPA to identify solutions to reducing tribal
exposure to persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic
chemicals and ensure that EPA technical staff is aware of
tribal records, reports, and investigations, by providing
supporting documentation and ensuring EPA
acknowledgment of existing research.
Encourage EPA’s Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics (OPPT) to include tribal-specific
exposure scenarios for risk assessments (including exposure calculations for subsistence
activities, consumption rates, and traditional and ceremonial activities) of toxic, persistent, and
bio-accumulative chemicals.
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Encourage Tribal Toxics and Pollution Prevention Program Development and
Implementation
Work with OPPT to expand pollution prevention and safer chemical initiatives in Indian
Country for tribes to access in the evaluation and management of their risk.
Support tribal environmental capacity building in toxic chemical assessments and monitoring
through continuation of Indian General Assistance Program grants.
Request funding that supports all tribes to gather information and research toxics, exposures,
fish and food consumption rates, mitigation, and risk management options.
Request funding for tribes to monitor and assess local environmental media including
subsistence foods and those resources handled, utilized, or consumed in tribal lifeways;
thereby allowing informed and effective risk management and pollution prevention options
with appropriate, diverse solutions.
Request EPA pollution prevention funding geared specifically to tribes with no matching fund
requirements.
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Enhance Tribal Consultation and Collaboration
Advocate for tribal decision making by working with OPPT to improve tribal consultation,
coordination, and outreach on issues related to national chemical risk management policy and
pollution prevention initiatives.
Enhance tribal engagement with consultation and coordination on national chemical risk
management policy and pollution prevention initiatives by increasing tribal understanding,
participation, and input on regulatory issues and decisions related to toxic chemical through
developing fact sheets, example letters and talking points for consultation on toxic chemical
for tribes to consider in their participation with and development of comments to EPA.
Provide tribes with information and analysis that tribes may want to consider on existing laws,
policy, and guidance related to toxics including proposed changes to the Toxic Substance
Control Act, rulemaking schedules for chemicals, EPA risk assessments, and tribal consultations
with OPPT.
Compile and distribute all toxic-related ordinances and resolutions passed by tribes, including
those approved by National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) and information on
proposing new resolutions and use of NCAI-approved resolutions.
Influence policy change and advocate for tribal perspectives in decision making through
consultation outreach, submitting comment letters, and facilitating tribal participation in the
consultation process.
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Network, Collaborate, and Provide Outreach
Provide tools, resources, and outreach for tribes that help in the recognition and
implementation of effective chemical risk management and pollution prevention policies,
practices, and programs that impact tribal lifeways, including community members’ health and
the health of environmental resources.
Facilitate communication and collaboration between tribes, federal partners, states, and other
organizations that represent broad tribal interests in chemical risk management and pollution
prevention issues that impact tribal life ways, supporting national, regional, and individual
tribes’ interests.
Provide tribes with nation-wide assessment of existing research and resources related to
chemical risk management and pollution prevention, documenting current tribal toxics issues.
Provide tribes and with recent information on chemicals and chemical groups, including but
not limited to, flame retardants, pharmaceuticals, PCBs, and endocrine disruptors.
Enhance tribal engagement with existing toxics programs by providing outreach to tribes on
EPA programs such as: the Tribal Pollution Prevention Network; EPA Lead Renovation, Repair
and Painting Program; Evaluating and Eliminating Lead-Based Paint Hazards; Asbestos; Design
for the Environment; ChemView; Toxics Release Inventory; Biotechnology; Sustainable Futures
Initiative; New Chemical Review Process; and Green Chemistry.
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NTTC Budget Estimate
NTTC’s first step in developing a budget estimate is to develop a State of Toxics in Indian
Country report. The development of this report will include the compilation of existing
research and studies specific to tribal toxics and pollution prevention activities. Costs
associated with these studies may help estimate future costs for effective solutions.
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Summary
The NTTC priorities are shared with the
National Tribal Operations Committee and
EPA’s Office of Pollution Prevention and
Toxics. To provide feedback on NTTC’s
priorities contact us at www.tribaltoxics.org or
the contacts on this page.

For more information, please contact us!
Dianne Barton, NTTC Chair
Email: bard@critfc.org
Phone: 503.731.1259
Fred Corey, NTTC Vice-Chair
Email: fcorey@micmac-nsn.gov
Phone: 207.764.7765
ITEP Support Staff:
John Mead, Program Coordinator, Sr.
Email: John.Mead@nau.edu
Phone: 928.523.2005
Manages all aspects of NTTC
Jennifer Williams, Program Coordinator, Sr.
Email: Jennifer.Williams@nau.edu
Phone: 907.250.3826
Provides technical assistance
Subscribe to the
NTTC list serve at
www.tribaltoxics.org

This living document is updated by the National Tribal Toxics Council as issues emerge.
This document was last updated on 7/15/2014.
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